


the steering-gear, and the Jmnnary apparntus,
The engines, &e., wars all on the lowest door,

Right throuﬁh the vessel, fove and aft, ran two
vertical torpedo tubes, TIn the bows and ston
were the stores, eoal, sud ammunition.

The centre deek or floor was given up to the

ltvinﬁ-qu:mers of the crew, Seale h and his
two lientenapts had eabins on the top floor, beside
o Inege glrong-room in which was stored the
plunder of cach voyage. \
- Throughout, the ** Black Bamacla™ was lit by
eleotric light. Tmmediately undor the lens ot the
top was & strong search-light, and a little platform
from which the entire engines, stesring-gear, and
torpedo-tubes could be controlled by means of
electric buttons, telephones, and n wheel. Tn front
of this platform wis the bi le and chart-house,
with o number of gauges for nhomrﬁ the depth ab
which the vessel was, its speed, and its diveetion
upwards or downwnrds,

Everywhers lavish luxury met the eye. The
eabing and saloon were fitted with the spoils
taken from wealthy passenger stenmers, The

rough orew were degled out
in dismond snd gold orna-
ments, Price)ess rugs aboun-
ded on every side,

Seale lad the way into
the suloon, There stood the
four cases of gold, and all
round were stacked jewels,
ornaments,  watches, and
purses stolen from the corpees
which had been dragzed up,
seavched, and afterwards
ghob out npain into tho deep.

The air wos heavy with the
fumss  of wine and stale
tobicco:  ev _\1!1iu§  was
soiled and divty; the drinkoers
were inelined to be noisy,
and Seale saw that any eon:
sultation had better be before
the night was much farther |
ndvanced.

When all were assembled,
Frederick Seale, nfrown upon
lis fnee, stood up, ecigar in
lsnd, aud interrupted the
brawling  babel  of  noise,
calling out ** Silenes 1

“Look heve, my fellows,”
he snid.  “UOwing tn the
acrursed earelessness of the
funl that's just been drowned
(ories of “*Serve him jolly
well right ! "“"Twarn't tho
Wrong-un's fanlt 1" “Garn!
hitting a man when le's
down 1™ &e.) “wo are in o
predicament,. A Government
veasal fa, I nnderstand, aware
of onr exdstence. The con-
founded thing is in these
waters, and E\mba‘bly hefare
dnybrealk will be trying to .
lonock a holein ue, Tt's onlyaleastiy little torpado-
catcher—not half the sise of the amallest of the
hulks we've sont to blazes ; and I proposs we bust
lier without mors ado hatore the fool thaf escaped
the sea-wolves "—this being the niclk-name of the
band whase duty it was to destroy the survivors
of o wreck—** las fime to spread an alarm.,  If we
do this, in o couple of days all the Freanchmen who
heard hia story will think it was a tromped-up
coclk-and-tnll tale, and a conple of you chaps can
gonshore as survivors from the wreok ond spread
another version. I'his fool will have dissppenred.
You will ba on the epot, and befors sundown
everyone will balieve your story. Are yoursady
to sinl this confounde o-catcher, my men?
Lt bie a rich prize, besides being safeet for us.”

He paused and looked round upon the throng
of roffians vound him with unensiness, i

Michasl Bweeney stnggerad to his feet amidst
the hisses and unfavonrable comyments which
greeted Seale's proposal, A dminken cheer was
aceorded him as, unable’ to retamn o vertical posi-
tion, whisky bottle in hand, he fell back on to the
zeat from wsllmich he had rizen,

“¥er honours—hie ! he shouted. **If that
infarnal idiet—hie —who's just stoppad his jaw,

]:;lfgtl",vithdm‘w hig proposal, by jabers, 1l make

“Hear, hear!™ cyrosed the others, nnd

sovern] :Em . to ther feet ot once, all e to
express their disapprobation of their leader's Sug-
tion, :

frestion.
With onths and drunken blasphemies theg‘
openly insulted him, and swore that they woul

not move hand or foot to help him, unless he
promised to quit these waters without touching,

i
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“$0U SOOCNDREL!™ HE HALF WHIMPERED, HATF SHRIEKED, “You MEER-
ABLE QUR! WHERD IS MY DACSHTER?™  (Sce nowt week's findtalmrnt,)

or attempting to touch, o vesse] of m'r}!;i Leind mntil

they wera at the other side of the wor

_ Benle was livid with passion. Tt was the first
tima that liis men had openly refusad to obey his
orders, and his fiary nature was aflame with anger,
Butk he foured that mutinous, drunken orew, and
stoodl looking on, his faee davkened, gnaghing his
tecth in im‘?nteni ThgE.

Red-handed Pete, dangerous at most times, as
tho acknowledged lesder of opinion nmongst the
eréw, sprang up with an cath,” ~

“1t= all your own fault,” he shouted nbove
the din, *We've told yer scores of times it would
happen if yer would po close in shore like that,
Why conldn’t yor take our ndvico—oh? Wreck
in mid-ocenn or out in tha open ses, and wa'rs
with yer to n man.  Theve would be no need for
sen-wolves then, and there wouldn't be no risk of
auy esoppin’ neither.  Yo've got yersalf into this
trouble by yer own pigheade softness, and yer

Iin it yerself out o' ib s boss yer kin,  We ain's
goin’ to ‘elp yer. Tightin' man-o’-wars ain't
exnctly in one line—and don't yer fergit it 1*
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Red-handad Pate's remprls were greeted with

shouts of approval2snd Heale realised that he
rtood alone,
_ "Listen a momens,” cried be. **When you
joined me in this job you all swore that you would
obey ma and stand by me through thick and thiu;
that zou would go where T wiuﬁm! and do what 1
would ; that my word was to be law; and that
the penalty for t:mm king it was~to be—death 1"

He spoke in slow, deliberate tones, through
elenched teeth, and even hie drunken crew were
momentarily hushed by the spell of his determined
manner,

“ I agreed,” hie continued, “to give you linlf of
all our gains, to be divided amongsy you, I hove
kept my part of the baygain, so far, By heavens,
T'll keep it to the last fecter, and shoob the first
man who breals his Rm-t of tho agreement.”

There was a deathly silence as he pansed, his

upon the revolver in his belt, ¢

THR MUTINY QUELLED,

The silence was broken by the drunlen laugh of
one ruffinn more mandlin than the vest, who, heed-
less of what he did, drew o rovalver and levelled
it ot Seale.

In an instant there was a flash, a report, and o
henvy thud, .

the smoke cleared away, the druuken
man was lying n corpse in their midst, nnd Seals
stood, with outstratehed arm, niming his revolvar

| straight in front of him at the bulkhead opposite,

8 ot roused the companions of the murdered
man to fury, They sprang to their feet, revolvers
and ves in the air, thers was a rush
for the entrance in which Seale stood.

. Hs never moved, but stood his gronnd unflineh-
{]nﬂfl, nnd his stern, slow voica rose above the
abil,

“Behind that bulkhead is half o ton of dyna-
mite,” he snid, nodding in the direction in w{ﬂch
his pistol was aimed. . “The cartridges for the
torpedoas ave close against the hulkhead. Unless
every blessed one of you sits down and abeys me,
I swear I'll blow the'lot of you to blazes {™
. The mutinous erew were checled, nnd, muttars)
ing and cursing like snarling hownds deprived of

their Tl.a.rrv. they slunlk back, At that moment
the bell of a telephone mng.
“Red-kanded Pate,”

&
3 siid Seale, .08 thon
nothing had ]mppanaz‘{, but without lowering gih;
revolver, “mnswer the telephone, nnd see what the
m“%mng lioutenant overhend wants.”

‘' The torpedo-catoher is in sight, We ara jest
goin' under 'er, he says,” replied Pate.
| Very well, Now, men, taka your choice, Will
ﬁou‘ obey me, or will yoit be blown to Jingo—I

on’t; care o red cent.”

There was » moment's panss,

(To be continued next Thursday.)
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