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he tale of Thermopylae 
comes to the graphic novel 

and onto the big screen (30th 
March 07) which will not only 
impress the fans of Franks work 
but will earn him a new genera -

tion of fans.  Having come across
Franks work later than most (OK so I
watched Sin City for the first time 2
months ago) I have to say that his
graphic style as well as t ale interpret a-
tion is quite impressive.  In fact many
people when the film makes it to the big
screen will leave many a viewer gasping
at not only the conflict but the superhu -
man ability of the S partans.  However
unlike many t ales that make their way
into the p syche of the viewer this is
based on reality where 300 stood
against an army the size of anything
from 100,000 through to a million war -
riors that was the might of Persia.  

Although the conclusion is pretty much forgone this
tale has existed for over three millennium because
its such a tale of courage of those who laid down
their lives.  For readers who may not yet have
delved into the lives of Leonidas and his warriors,
Persia met the full might of Sparta in pitched battle
later and were defeated, the monument for success
was shared with Leonidas for instilling the fear into
the Persians after all if 300 took so long to kill and a
high cost what would they do against 5000 war-
rriors.

Truly inspiring, truly courageous and truly frighten-
ing.  If you only buy one graphic novel this year buy
this one, trust me the film is going to be one of the
biggest and most talked about next year.

he latest novel from Dan 
Simmons and is something

of a different t ale to what most 
people have come to expect from
this master S toryteller .  Fans of 
his previous work will not only

become engrossed but it will endear
itself to other readers of action adven -
tures by entert aining them with his high -
ly addictive style of t ale telling.

Following the Shackleton expedition the historical
records are accurate along with the technology
available, well researched, well written and some-
thing that will keep the reader guessing right to the
end.  A great way to begin the new year and also
something that will surprise a reader or two with his
highly adventurous and gripping tale telling.  Just
prey it doesn't snow around the time of this tales
release as it will lead to a sleepless night or two and
the reader looking out of the corner of their eyes
whilst out walking, proving that Dan is not just a one
genre author but an author to wonder to what he will
turn his hand to next.
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The classic and
original novel by
Terry comes
back for a new
print for a
younger audi -
ence, that said
though, it s still a
great t ale and
years af ter first
reading it found
it well worth the
return visit to the
world of
Shannara, in fact

it was like returning to the fold and
remembering the first time that I read
the t ale.

As a modern writer of the genre he has often been
accused of ripping off Lord of the Rings with this
first novel and is something that many readers still
complain about, I wouldn't say ripped off personally
as the tale has its own merits although does explore
similar themes.  This is more a homage and for a
novel that's been out since the 1970's is a novel that
many authors have set as their standard for their
own fiction.  If you want a modern classic to intro-
duce future generations to the themes and nuances
of the Fantasy Genre, I think that this is going to be
the only other one aside from Lord of the Rings that
can be used.  

A joy to reread, a plethora of fond memories and a
cracking tale to boot.  Plus it's a hardback and trust
me, this is a novel that will enjoy many a reread as
my original paperback will attest to with all its dog
eared pages that also have many a piece of sticky
tape holding it together.

Perhaps
summed up as
Terrys first real
novel by a num -
ber of authors as
it's the t ale
where he step s
out on his own
and makes the
tolkieneque 
universe his
own.

The tale is full of real-
istic characters that

appear to be as like you and me or people who
you'd either know or meet on the street every day.
Well written, brilliantly formed and released for the
first time for a younger audience under Orbits Atom
print.  Plus it's a hardback so that improves the
whole thing again, as the series will be read again
and again.  Well worth the investment and some-
thing of a great stocking filler, with the third part also
available the first trilogy will instil a love of fantasy in
many a young reader this year.  And all for just over
£20, just slightly more than most adults would pay
for a brand new single hardback.  Great value.

Ok so a number
of people will
probably wonder
what the fuss is
about. Having
heard the rumours
about this novel over
a year ago I was
eagerly awaiting its
release, this was due
to the fact that I had
read the Guide to
Shannara that was
released years ago,
here we finally had
the chance to see
how the world fell

from our own to that of  Shannara and also includes
the wonderful world of the Word series.  This book
started a little slow and I think that could a be a
gripe from a number of readers.  That said, another
thing that Terry has done well in this novel is that he
picks up on themes that he laid down in previous
novels and developed them, although as a master
storyteller the fact that he was doing this didn't
appear in the mind until it had happened and made
a lot more sense of things on the whole.

However unlike the other novels that Terry's written,
the tale isn't a complete tale in its own right, it does
appear to be a third of a jigsaw puzzle that we have
yet to see the full picture of and as such makes
waiting for the next instalment even harder.  Its
going to be a long wait.

Stuck for Book Idea’s? 
What about older 

novels?  Smaller Budget?
Well Next time Car
Booky Bargains for 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Fans. 
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Now this may not come as a shock but I champi -
oned Lilith Saintcrow from the moment I heard
about the first international novel.  Why , well I
love new authors, they're gut sy, they have fire
and they have something to prove, af ter all why
else would they have been signed by a publish -
ing house about to go international.

Lilith's writing is crisp, presents a great character
and also keeps the reader glued to see what could,
would and may happen.  Plus Lilith isn't beyond
killing a character off to demonstrate that she plays
for keeps.  What do you get with this novel, I hear
you ask?  Something well written, great characters
and a possible future that mankind is possibly stum-
bling towards with both feet.  It's not too futuristic,
the characters grab you and make you care about
them and the background detail when it arrives
doesn't overload the reader.  Add to that the fact
that the reader also gets some back story to haunt
the principle character that's continually growing and
it's something that the readers will just love.

Add to that, that the reader can also pick up this
novel without having read the previous instalment
(which in reality is a big loss to that reader) and you
have something that will please everyone that's a
fan of either or Tanya Huff, Kim Harrison, Kelley
Armstrong and Laurell K Hamilton.  In fact I'd even
go so far as to say that Laurell could learn a lot
about plot from this author and had better watch her
back otherwise her crown as Supernatural creature
feature writer will be not only snatched but lost for-
ever to this relatively new author.

s a reader I was surprised when a whole load of books landed.  Why?
Well it's not of ten that a full series lands on your doorstep and Harper 

Collins have rep ackaged the lot for the forthcoming novel "For a Few 
Demons More".  Having never read Kim Harrison I was sort of lef t 
wondering how she would come out, af ter all I had read most authors 

from Kelley Armstrong through to T anya  Huff and Lilith Saintcrow
through to Laurell K Hamilton.  

Now whilst it isn't a secret that I have come to dislike Laurell's work I am always generally apprehensive of
anything that lands that fits into the same sort of subgenre and I dread that the novel is just going to be
some excuse for prepubescent boys to have something on their bookshelves for alternate purposes.  Kim
however doesn't fit into that category and as such I'm pleased to say that the series has proven itself, not
only entertaining but highly addictive.  



4

Well to be hon -
est af ter the first
part of the new
series by T anya
Huff I wasn't p ar-
ticularly looking
forward to this
one, why was
that, well for me
in the first p art
the author
seemed a little
unsure about the
character that
she had upped

from a secondary position to the pri -
mary.  Why should that be a problem,
the character in the first p art really did -
n't seem to know where it was going or
what it was going to be, let alone throw -
ing in the mixed messages of sexuality .

However that said the back read like a sure fire hit
so up it went in the reading pile.  On first inspection
you were expecting basic supernatural flair with this
sub genre novel, that is what I expected, what was
delivered however was something different.  The
character that most people have come to expect to
save the day no matter what didn't play a major part
in the novel which not only surprised me but allowed
the author to show the ingenuity of the principle
character, allowing him to grow not only emotionally
but also on the metaphysical and allegorical plains
as well.  This not only made the novel hard to put
down, it made it a must read to see what happened
to the character.  All my gripes from the previous
novel were blown away and although the principle
character is still coming to terms with him he is
growing and presenting a three D appearance to the
masses.  Well done and I eagerly await the continu-
ing tales of the series.

The second novel in
the series by Sergei
Lukyanenko and a
one that I was a lit -
tle worried wouldn't
keep to the themes
that made the origi -
nal novel so unique.
I needn't have wor -
ried as it kept in the
same vein as the
original and not
only remained faith -
ful but exp anded
upon the themes
within as well as
going to prove that
there is never truly

one side in the battle of good or evil but a fight
against the middle ground as the characters
came to prove throughout the t ales within.
Beautifully told and I have to admit they must
have been p ainst akingly translated to keep not
only the fluidity of the narration but also to keep
them interesting to a western audience.  What
more can I say , a gem of a novel and if you
haven't read the first your missing a treat on the
supernatural st age.

A little book for those of a
certain age and one that will
contain and remind many a
reader of the fond memories
of their original introduction
to the Doctor.   As the author
himself admits, he is not a
massive Sci-Fi fan and
watches the veritable treck-
ies with caution so that
should endear him to a few
people to begin with.  A novel
that's fun, lighthearted and
will allow the reader to remi-

nisce with a certain fondness for their lost youth.  

here are two or three authors from Black Library
who's novels I cant wait to get my hands on this
is one of them.  Clint gives the readers what 

they want, heroic struggle against the darkness 
delievered with an iron belief stronger than steel.  As 
usual with him a cracking read and a cracking story

with characters that you just want to read more about.  If your
hitting a dead end with your reading and want some novels to
keep you going, then you really cant do much better than
Clint s brand of Sword and Sorcery .  
If as a reader your unsure if this world is one for you, you have to only pick up
this series to discver that a fantasy world does have similar characters within
our own and as such its is this that makes this author one to follow.
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erhaps seen as one of the 
staple and founding fathers 
of the sci-fi genre Jack V ance
is the type of author that 

when he's on form it s hard to beat,
however when he's not you get

what I tend to think of as st andard fare
that really doesn't do that much for the
reader , whilst this is a short novel it
never really seems to go anywhere or
do anything and if you were to pick up
one of his novels to peruse I wouldn't
advise this one.
Its as if the author himself just lost any idea and had
to turn something in to meet a deadline.  Whether
others would agree with what will appear to be a
scathing attack I couldn't say but for me personally I
really felt that it was just plain.  Some may point out
any number of positive points about this novel that
its part of a set for example but if this is the one that
you come across without having read others then
you're going to be sorely disappointed.  For me if
you have to read this I would advise getting it out of
the library to save the cash.
However if you are a die hard fan, this will be a
must read for you, there are themes that run though
his books that recur here and it could be that per-
haps due to the expectations of his fans that he had
to let this novel out, certain passing characters also
made a bigger dent in my mind that the principle
antagonist and as such really says a lot about this
book, its forgettable and perhaps should be.

ell to sum this novel up has
been hard, having t aken 
the time to read the 
original I was hoping that 

a number of errors would
have been fixed.  However

the problem with this novel was that it
was pretty much the first book again
with some changes.  Now whilst I realise
that this probably becoming a trend
(well if it s good enough for David
Eddings it s good enough for everyone
else.)  I for one like to have either a 
continuation or an individual novel that
not only furthers the t ale but furthers
the characters.

Now having said that the book does continue the
tale well however of the trilogy (yes its book two) it
is perhaps the weakest of the three.  Stuffed with
some extra none required material it does make the
reader question whether it would be worth reading
the third part but trust me it does get better.  One of
the harder to read novels this time but the third
instalment did add something extra and as such I
suppose really does mean that you need to read
this novel, although personally I’d skip to the third
and pretend that this novel never really happened.
You are left wondering if this one was done purely to
help bulk up and complete the authors contract with
the publishers. 
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A historical t ake on
how the S partans
changed the world
and as a novel it s
not only informa -
tive but will keep
the reader gripped
within it s iron worn
palms.

If you have an interest
with the ancient world or
even just have a curious
streak for the forthcom-

ing Frank Miller film then this book will not only fulfil
your historical requirements but will increase your
need to see the film.  If a historical book can keep
the reader gripped and not only make them want to
read more but need to read more we should per-
haps defer to the expert and the way its been writ-
ten.  If only I'd had someone like Paul Cartledge
teaching me history in school.

A firm favourite
that continues to
expand on the
foundations origi -
nally laid down in
the original novel.

Well written with a
gripping plot as we
continue to follow
the events around
a family throughout
British history it's a
tale that will keep
you gripped and
allow the reader
the chance to con-
tinue their associa-
tion with such great
concept.  Stephens

work is always gripping and not only that but the
sheer depth to which he will allow the reader to not
only visualise the landscape but also the characters
is something that many authors could learn from.  A
cracking tale with love, death and history that is
beautifully interwoven throughout its pages a verita-
ble tapestry of colours with characters that readers
will fall in love with.   A great read and one that I
think will endear it to readers of not only fantasy fic-
tion but also the historical reader without having to
establish too much background.  A series to truly
enjoy.   

The second
novel in
Willaim
Napiers
Atilla series
and one
that will
continue to
show the
strength
and passion
surrounding
the now
mythic 
warrior of
the Huns.  

Wonderfully written its almost hypnotic as it keeps
the reader sucked into the pages and unfortunately
kept me reading until the alarm clock went off the
following morning.  I must also admit to having to
ring work and pull a sickie that day as I really 
couldn't stop the sheer pleasure that this novel was
giving me, so tucked back up in bed with a huge
mug of tea and a plate of  Chocolate Biscuits to
hand I kept on going right to the novels conclusion.
The characters grow, the landscape rolls under the
readers eyes like the Tundra to which it pertains and
also has created a certain need to visit these sites
to comprehend the lands to which they pertain.
Cracking reading although save it for a weekend or
work may not be too happy with the reader, espe-
cially if they know that you've not only read this
review but also for ignoring the age advice within.  

A suppostition
novel and a round
up of all the lose
ends of theories
around the Harry
Potter series.

OK so its nothing really
new but for fans of the
series it's a good little
thing to have that will
refresh their memories
should they not be con-

ducting a reread whilst awaiting the final novel in the
series.  Entertaining enough but no real conclusions
are reached and may end up leaving the reader
even more confused than they were at the 
beginning.  
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Im a firm believer in giving the readers
what they want and as usual the Black
Library knows exactly what to deliver to
their fans.  
Whilst the original novels may have been out for
some time its always a cracking find to discover an
Omnibus when its available for this reason to have
not only Ben Counters Soul Drinkers available but
also Bill Kings Space Wolves and 40k readers will
be in heaven.  Yes that's right 6 books for under
£20.  Classic value and one that many new readers
to the universe will not be disappointed to find in
their reading pile.  All books concerned have not
only be recommended by me but have also been
picked up and enjoyed by many and to get value for
money thrown into the equation you could do a lot
worse than buy these.

As most people
know I believe in giv -
ing the reader value
for money so to get
this classic series as
an omnibus is a
great deal all round,
not only are you get -
ting a complete
series and a series
that has been amaz -

ing readers for years but your also sav -
ing cash, a bonus all round.  If you've
enjoyed t ales from Heinmann then this
is an absolute must buy .  An epic stug -
gle as mankind fight s for survival
against insurmount able odd and one
where the reader really does care about
what happens to the principle charac -
ters.  Enjoy .

The Third novel in Naomi Noviks
Temeraire series and as such it gives
the reader of more of what they've come
to enjoy .  Although this novel doesn't seem to do
as much as the former novels have done, it still con-
tinues to allow the growth of the relationship
between the principle character and his dragon rider
Lawrence.  Setting up for more books in the series I
just hope that the author doesn't fall into the same
trap as other authors like Robert Jordan who has
produced unnecessary novels for the reader to
apparently expand on their sales without delivering
what fans want.

Another author
from the Black
Library who's
work is an
absolute must
buy.  Carrying on
with his Epic Gaunts
Ghost series the
novel demonstrates
how a unit of crack
normal human
troops deals with the
harsh reality of con-
stant warfare and
the loss of com-
rades.  If theres any-
thing that Dan does

well its allow the characters to grow and age
(dis)gracefully in some cases.  A great novel and
one that will weave a spell within the reader and
leave them demanding more.
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here are dates in the 
calander year that are 

usually cracking, however 
having said that they can also
be a big disappointment, such
for example is the latest Dean

Koontz release, Life Expect ancy. 
As you normally come to expect with Deans work
the beginning of the tale had so much potential and
was a cracking beginning, taking the reader straight
into the plot and the heart of the tale leaving them
unwilling to put the novel down as each part begins
to unravel before their eyes.  That said however as
the book continued and the "cursed" days arrived it
seemed to become a cop out with each date linking
to either the grandfather, the father or the son of the
bloodline.  
Then throw in the fact that the principle character
was completely unbelievable and impossible to form
an attachment with let alone having the luck of the
devil and getting away with more criminal activity
than Al Capone and the book becomes something
of a joke.  
When reading Deans work I usually love the way
that the tales presented and unfortunately this is
going to make it hard and long thinking time before I

decide to get another of his novels, and whilst there
is a twist within the tale when it arrives most read-
ers will wonder why they didn't see it staggering
over the hill as its quite an old cliché.  The other
problem that I had with this novel was the it had a
typical type of happy ending BS that really didn't do
anything to endear this book.  More a thiller than a
chiller in the end, and as such, is a poor one at that.
Should you want to read a Koontz novel then per-
sonally I would advise Phantoms, that will chill you
to the bone and is a great twist on an already estab-
lished mytholical mystery.

Famed as the
"Shakespeare of
Gore" the arrival of
the latest Hut son
book is something
normally of a ritual,
the buying in of
favourite snacks,
favourite drinks and
best of all my
favourite cigarettes
to sit and get comfy

in a duvet whilst enjoying the t ale and
the way it unfolds.  That said however I
was lef t disappointed with the t ale as
whilst it does st art off with the usual
skill displayed by the author , the usual
copyrighted great gout s of steaming
piles of entrails was unhappily missing
with this t ale being different to what he
normally creates.  
Whilst comparing this against other tales such as
Relics or White Angel I was left feeling disappointed
as the tale was monotonous with very little depth in
any of the characters and basically left me feeling
that the reason behind the whole story, upon com-
pletion, was a pitiful attempt at an ending and not
fulfilling the usual brief with the promise of fountains
of blood.   On the whole I was disappointed at the
fact that I will find it difficult to reread this tale as I
can with his others works.  Other than that though
can someone please buy Shaun a Thesaurus so
that he can use another word other than "Sucked"
that appears frequently throughout his creations.
Although in his favour Shaun does stick to his usual
critical casualty rate with this tale something of a
trademark, yet even that doesn't save this story.
Should you want a Hutson book, then this isn't the
one that I'd advise you to start with as already men-
tioned there are some classic Hutsons out there that
will more than scare the reader and as such are a
better place to begin than this one. 
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ublicised in the 
accomp anying literature 
and pushed with the fact 

that the novel has already 
been sold to W arner Bros with the 
film right s, I had to say that this

book had an incredible amount of 
positive publicity as well as a cert ain
amount of wow factor when reading the
book back.

For me when I originally read the book back it was
"Wow, can't wait to reading this."  So when it landed
it was something that went right to the top of the
reading pile.  Right from the word go the tale was off
and running keeping the reader questioning as well
as scared which made this an impossible novel to
put down.  However about a third of the way
through this tale it began to go stale and monoto-
nous with answers  that you wanted to know being
withheld although the tale carries on, in its own
merry way.  

However when two thirds have been read the
answers that you wanted are revealed and the book
goes down hill from there with a real anticlimax.
The author seems to have lost a lot of the cracking
idea's that was what made this book for me with the

characters becoming something of a muddle as
unnecessary padding is added which unfortunately
made the book too predictable and left the reader
wondering how much more they had to read before
their prediction comes through.  

To sum up, this book, came out as a cheap horror
film when it had so much potential leaving me feel-
ing that this would perhaps have been better as a
short story backed up with a few others.  Add into
the factors, that the ending of this tale was not only
disappointing but seemed to be a Hollywood type
happy ending and you really have something that
comes across as a cheap horror movie when it had
the opportunity to be a high end scare factor.  The
principle character even becomes something of a
laughable joke over coming pain that would have
either incapacitated a normal human or killed them
with some implausible solutions thrown in.  By all
means I have no problem following an impossible
tale but with no real thinking thrown in behind some
of the answers theres no way Im swallowing some-
thing so improbable let alone implausible, that's tak-
ing things too far.  That was perhaps the greatest
shame and as such does cause some pain as the
potential was so high its sad to see it the tale fall
short of its possible growth.  

Still that said it's the authors first novel and I have to
congratulate them on the beginning and potential
storyline and would perhaps suggest that Joe con-
centrates on working on pace, believability and plot
for his next novel.  Should this be done then Joes
work will rival a number of authors who've been 
writing for years.

Car Booky Returns : 
where older books get the

chance to return for people to
review them.  Have your

chance to submit a review of
novels that youve loved.  Why

let someone else write that
review.  

Email :
drosdelnoch@hotmail.com 

with the subject line REVIEW.


