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Hi All,

As most of our regular viewers will know this is the
first time that we've tried this PDF format webzine.
Why did we do it, well, its what was asked for by
you the fans.

We'll have a wider scope to play with and a better
format for fans to enjoy, plus we’re making this so
that you can print the ezine and have a piece of
work that can go where you can.

Other than this, we plan to bring you more reviews,
more interviews and as much news as we can get
our hands on, plus we also plan to add some
additional features that youve asked for from our
previous incarnation.

As always we welcome the feedback from fans as to
what else they would like to see added and also
keep our original offer on the table. Any author of
the genre will have books reviewed and added to
the publication as well as interviewed by us for the
fans with questions from the fans.

All the best,

Gareth



Death of a Legend and the BFS Fantasy Awards

hen David died on 28th August, |
felt as many fans have done that
our safety net in a chaotic world
had disappeared. A man who
made sense of everything in a
world where everything was
confusion. David was a man who
brought the Heroic Epic back for a new generation,
and | for one am amongst many have judged our
own life trials against those within his work for the
past 22 years.

Perhaps the greatest testimony to David is not his
amazing output or the sheer scale of the tales he
told, but the way in which he affected his readers.
So many tributes have poured in for the "big man"
and everyone spoke of the personal way in which
his work affected them. Everything from giving their
lives a moral code to judge themselves by through
to direct action against what "violated the code"
such as the fan who after finishing one of David's
books, ran to the aid of a woman being attacked by
two men.

This to me was David's essence, he never thought
that he was anything other than a regular guy with
his own beliefs and principles taking time out to lis-
ten to what others thought and aid people where he
could. A fact that was pretty obvious to all who
attended one of his signings. Every signing he
would begin by saying that "this isn't a book read-
ing...", he didn't believe in things like that, he want-
ed to meet the fans and always took the time to do
so, it didn't matter which of his books you went there
for, it was never about the sale, it was purely the
chance to meet the fans that he loved. The outcry

at his passing is something | think would have
shocked David, never expecting to see how many
lives he has touched with his work and for me is a
testimony to the talent that the world has lost.

For David, family was a key element to all of his
books, and as such it is to his family that a Memorial
Book has been set up. The family would like to
thank everyone for their comments on David's pass-
ing that has so far appeared on message boards as
well as in the Official Memorial Book

( http://pub40.bravenet.com/guest -
book/3359808728 )

For those wishing to send a tribute, please send a
donation to the charity of your choice in David's
name. Please remember that a Memorial Day is
planned for David, more on that as its received here.

To sum up David has been hard, but to me, in the
end, David was a man with a heart as big as he was
tall, a man as he would have said "to walk the
mountains with." It was a pleasure to know you
David. May the source guide you and follow the
prayer lights home.

*hkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

David Lee Stone, has put forward the suggestion
that a memorial award be set up in David
Gemmells name for the British Fantasy Society, the
BFS will be discussing the possibilities at this year's
AGM, which will be held during Fantasycon XXX
although those who are unable to attend can voice
thier opinion on the BFS Forum

(http://www .marieoregan.net/bfsdiscuss/index.ph
p?topic=747.0 )

Stan Nicholls is also lending his support to the
campaign so please show your support and give the
award a chance to succeed, as David not only was
the king of British Heroic Fantasy but he also was
generous enough to sponsor a writers award that
was based in Sussex although everyone could
enter.

This is our chance to get David mentioned at the
British Fantasy Awards (as he never actually won
one.) Show you support and vote yes.



Authors on Tour :
Raymond E. Feist

Well you lucky people, Raymond is on tour in the
UK, a rarity, for your chance to see him check the
venues and order your tickets early, after all its a
once in a blue moon opportunity, so make the most

of it. To see if theres a date near you heres the list:

Fri 15 September - 12.30pm, Waterstone's

Leadenhall Market , EC3V 1PJ. Call 0207 220 7882

Fri 15 September - 5.00pm, Fordidden Planet,
London , WC2H 8JR. Call 020 7420 3666

Sat 16 September - 1.00pm, Borders, Glasgow ,
G1 3HA. Call 0141 222 7700

Mon 18 September - 12:30pm, Easons, Belfast, BT
1 5BA

Tue 19 September - 12:30pm, Easons, Dublin

Wed 20 September - 12.30pm, Ottakars Bury St
Edmunds , IP33 1DW. Call 01284 750 877

Wed 20 September - 7:00pm, Ottakars hosts an
event at Essex County Cricket Ground, Chelmsford

Thu 21 September - 12.30pm, Borders, Leeds ,
LS1 6NP. Call 0113 24 24 400

Thu 21 September - 7.00pm, Waterstones,
Manchester , M3 2BW. Tickets £3 Pounds. Call
0161 837 3000.

Fri 22 September - 3.00pm, Waterstones,
Nottingham , NG1. Call 0115 948 4499

Fri 22 September - Sat 23rd September
BSFA Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, Nottingham. Go
to http://www.fantasycon.org.uk for more details.

Mon 25 September - 12.30pm, Forbidden Planet
Birmingham , B4 7LA. Call 0121 236 3026

Mon 25 September - 7.00pm, Ottakars, Milton
Keynes, MK9.

Tue 26 September - 12.30pm, Waterstones
Southampton, S014 7FE. Call 023 8063 3130

Tue 26 September - 7.00pm, Waterstone's Reading,
RG1 2AP. Tickets £3, Call 0118 958 1270.

The second book in the brand new series,
"Conclave of Shadows" from world-wide bestselling
author of "Magician”, Raymond E. Feist Chaos
threatens to overwhelm two worlds as the most dan-
gerous force ever encountered threatens to invade
Midkemia, while the most treacherous magician in
history - the madman Leso Varen - begins to wreak
havoc on the world of Kelewan. Pug and the
Conclave of Shadows are determined to find Varen,
only to discover that he has usurped the body of
one of the most powerful men in the Empire of
Tsuranuani - a Black Robe and member of the
Assembly of Magicians. Pug has the almost impos-
sible task of uncovering the true identity of the
fiendish magician in an entire city full of Black
Robes. Murder, mayhem, horror, and the darkest
evil await Pug's son, Magnus, and his companions
as they attempt to discover the ultimate source of
the terrible threat that hovers over Midkemia and
Kelewan. Leading a desperate expedition into the
realm of the Dasati, the vast and malevolent empire
which is threatening his homeworld, Magnus hopes
to find the key to defeating this enemy who is capa-
ble of overwhelming the combined might of two
worlds. But even if he does, the companions will
have a desperate struggle to return home with their
vital information. Three worlds will teeter on the
brink of destruction as the third Riftwar: the Darkwar,
is unleashed.



News Roundup

cott Lynch, author of the Lies of Locke
Lamour (reviewed later in this issue),
as well as the forthcoming “Red
Seas under Red Skies”, has just
announced in his weblog, that he has
been commissioned to write three
novella’s for Subteranian Press. The
content has yet to be announced but we will bring
you news of this as we get it ourselves.

*% * * * *%

eborah J Miller, has just announced a
competition on her website for fans
to win one of ten signed copies of
the first of her latest series
Swarmthief. For more information
as well as the chance to win one of
these novels visit her at
http://www.deborahjmiller.com.

*% * * * *%

usanna Clark will unfortunately not be
touring to promote the joint project
“The Ladies of Grace Adieu” (out in
October)due to suffering from
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. All of
us here at Falcata Times (along
with her many fans) wish her well
and hope for a speedy

*% * * * *%

ritish Fantasy Society has recently
announced its short list for this years
awards for books published in 2005.
The winners will be announced
in due course but we thought that
we’d better bring you up to date with
who's up for who so that you can get
those votes in for your favourites.

Best Anthology

Allen Ashley, THE ELASTIC BOOK OF NUMBERS
(Elastic Press)

Peter Crowther, FOURBODINGS (Cemetery Dance)
Gary Fry, POE'S PROGENY (Gray Friar Press)
Stephen Jones, THE MAMMOTH BOOK OF BEST
NEW HORROR 16 (Robinson)

Stephen Jones, DON'T TURN OUT THE LIGHT (PS
Publishing)

Best Collection

Leigh Brackett, SEA-KINGS OF MARS & OTHER
WORLDLY STORIES (Gollancz)

Simon Clark, HOTEL MIDNIGHT (Robert Hale)

Joe Hill, 20TH CENTURY GHOSTS (PS Publishing)
Andrew Hook, BEYOND EACH BLUE HORIZON

(Crowswing Books)

Tim Lees, THE LIFE TO COME (Elastic Press)
Stuart Young, THE MASK BEHIND THE FACE AND
OTHER STORIES (Pendragon Press)

Best Short Fiction

Ramsey Campbell, JUST BEHIND YOU (Poe's
Progeny, Gray Friar Press)

Joe Hill, BEST NEW HORROR (Postscripts #3 &
20th Century Ghosts, PS Publishing)

Paul Kane, HOMELAND (Assembly of Rogues,
Rainfall Books)

John Lucas, APPROACHING ZERO (The Elastic
Book of Numbers, Elastic Press)

Will Mclntosh, SOFT APOCALYPSE (Interzone
#200, TTA Press)

Marie O'Regan, CAN YOU SEE ME? (Midnight
Street #5, Immediate Direction Publications)
Sean Wright, THE NUMBERIST (New Wave
Speculative Fiction, Crowswing Books)

Best Artist

Clive Barker
Randy Broecker
Les Edwards
Dominic Harman
Richard Marchand
Robert Sammelin

Best Small Press

Andy Cox, TTA PRESS

Peter Crowther, PS PUBLISHING

Andrew Hook, ELASTIC PRESS

D. F. Lewis, NEMONYMOUS

Christopher Teague, PENDRAGON PRESS

* *% *% * *

une 7 has been long in the coming,
however, for fans of the series, that
wait is now at an end with the
continuation with the series finally
being released September 7th in the
UK.

Co-authors Brian Herbert (Frank's son) and Kevin J
Anderson have split the Dune 7 story into two vol-
umes, Hunters of Dune coming out now, followed by
Sandworms of Dune to be released at a later date.

Fans can find short stories set in the Dune 7
universe in the tsunami-relief anthology, Elemental,
which is still available in both hardcover and trade
paperback, and online at http://www.baens-uni-
verse.com/ under Science Fiction Stories.

You can also follow the continuing development of
the series as well as seeing what the authors are up
to in thier weblogs at http://www.dunenovels.com



ichael Cobley has also recently
sold his new epic SF series to
Orbit. The brand new series,
Humanity's Fire by the Scottish
author whose published works
to date include the Shadowkings
fantasy trilogy and the short

story collection Iron Mosaic.

Orbit Editorial Director Darren Nash was pleased to
say that : "Michael Cobley's Humanity's Fire trilogy
is a vast, galaxy-spanning epic full of political
intrigue, interstellar warfare, deceit, imperialism, hid-
den enemies, lost races, awesome weaponry and
one of the cleverest takes on FTL travel I've seen in
a long time.

"At heart, it's a classic space opera, but seen
through a twenty-first century lens. Mike's future his-
tory is bright and shining, but look a little closer and
you'll see the tarnish; and that's when things get
really interesting."

In addition to this Michael Cobley was also recently
pleased to announce that a short film that he made
with Peri Urban has finally been posted.

'‘Cyberned' is... well, it's probably best to see it in
order to fully appreciate it. Mike C had the following
to add about the genesis of the project; "Well... my
buddy, Mr Peri Urban (aka Stewart Robinson) and |
have been mates since high school (a lotta years)
and he's always done music and various arty proj-
ects.

"Recently hes been doing these minimovies (like
Superheroes), and being his mate I'm usually
drafted in whenever | stray over to Edinburgh. He's
done another couple with me which are equally
fascinating!"

* * *% *% *

avid Lloyd, Legendary British comic
artist David Lloyd, co-creater with
Alan Moore of the classic V for
Vendetta has written and drawn a
new graphic novel, Kickback,
which is due to be published in
August by Dark Horse Comics.
For some in the know it comes as no
suprise that Forbidden Planet have one or two pre
publishing date copies in with themselves already.

If you're still not too sure if your interested perhaps
this will help you make it up, a sneak peak at whats
to come :

"Joe Canelli is a corrupt cop in a corrupt force in a
mythical American metropolis dominated by power-
ful druglords.

"Canelli tries to ignore recurring dreams of power-
lessness as he routinely cleans up the little crimes
of the city and the little criminals who can't buy their
way out of court, and convinces himself that his
moral laxity is justified by the weight of the circum-
stances that surround him.

"But the solid ground of understanding between law
and law-breakers begins to turn to quicksand when
an inexplicable gang massacre is followed by cops
being ambushed in the streets. A further mass mur-
der follows at the hands of what looks like an aveng-
ing police squad - and tension in the city soars..."

* *% *% * *

nd finally in the web news round up,
Stephen King and John Iriving have both
allegedly made pleas of clemency to JK
Rowling to save Harry Potter from the
alledged death that was planned for
the seventh and final installment of the
popular series.

According to the article, at a press conference in
advance of the first of their Radio City benefit
appearances, King said he didn't want to see Harry
"go over the Reichenbach Falls" (although | suppose
this could be interpreted to mean that he didn't want
to see Harry killed off only to return, Holmes-like, in
a come-back story later on...)

But Rowling refused to allay any fears: "l understand
why an author would kill a character from the point
of view of not allowing others to continue writing
after the original author is dead," she said, leaving
all sorts of possibilities wide open.

Will Harry die or is this just another elaborate piece
of marketing from the publishing house we’ll have to
wait and see however for an author who writes chil-
drens stories and for all the fame and success that
the character has brought the author, | for one would
be surprised to see such a thing happen, after all,
what is Ms Rowling going to tackle as her next proj-
ect or are we to expect “Harry Potter, the

Pre Hogwart Years?” which just so happened to
have been wiped from his mind by the ministry using
the muggles spell to sort out accidently witnessed
magics.

| could be wrong and only time will tell on this matter
but its going to be a long wait for fans of the series
to see exactly what the author has planned for the
wizard in waiting.



anding an interview with George RR
Martin is like getting given
the keys to a mansion. You
never fully know where to
start and when you do, you
hope to hell that you get
round everywhere and don't miss a
single thing. Yet you invariably know
that there will be some nook or cranny
that's hiding a secret that you've
completely ignored.

When | caught up with George at his hotel during
his recent UK trip he arrived after having spent the
early part of the day stuck in traffic after an earlier
tour stop, yet he was friendly and ever eager to talk
about his world and himself. First impressions on
his arrival was that Tyrion himself had stepped out
of the Sword of Fire and Ice series modernized
himself to our world and walked around as if he
were seeing things for the first time. In fact as the
interview went on, Tyrion's sense of humor poked its
head out on more than one occasion.

Sitting down, George explained that the concept
behind the series began when he was working on
another project when "this chapter came to me very
vividly. A small boy went out with his father to exe-
cute a man and they find these wolf pups on the
way back and | wrote it. | didn't really know what it
was at this point but by the time | finished | knew
what the next chapter would be and suddenly it
started growing." An interesting premise when you
look into it and think that from such humble

beginnings as a single chapter sprouted not just the
one novel but a series that grew into its own con-
glomerate of industrial proportions.

A concept that GRRM himself was surprised at.
When asked about one of the mini industries he
explained that "My lady, Paris, does the t-shirts;
she's done them for a few years but not for fiction.
She's always had a little t-shirt business on the side
being tie-dyes and all that but when | came out with
the books she thought it was just an appropriate
wonderful thing."

As to the other merchandise that has appeared over
the last few years "the games, the art book and all
that" were due to one simple factor "people would
write and say I'd love to do this and | consider their
offers but the majority | don't take. Occasionally
there's one where they seem to have a good idea
and we go ahead with it."

Seeing how far the series is progressing when
asked about the possibility of a world guide he said
that "We may do an encyclopedia on the world but it
would be several years down the pipe, as | want to
finish more books." But if people are after more
information and world building for the world of
Westeros then "there's a lot of material like that in
the role-play game that's coming out. Its got the
role-playing rules but also a lot of information on the
world." Additional enquiries into how he remembers
what events have previously happened in his novels
were met with a laugh and said "l do it with increas-
ing difficulty. |1 do have a memory for Westeros stuff
but I have some wonderful fans who keep track of
things, one site called Westeros is run by lllio Garcia



who has an accordance on the site and when ever |
forget anything | go there."

But when you look into things how would George
categorize his work? "l define it as epic fantasy but
its epic fantasy of a more gritty and realistic nature.
I've always been a fan of not only fantasy but of his-
torical fiction, reading people like Bernard Cornwell
and Maurice Druon. | wanted to write a sort of epic
that took of those authors as it did of authors like
Tolkien so | don't know what you'd call it except his-
torical fiction mixed with the sense of wonder of the
epic fantasy." Yet a quieter side of George came
forward when he was asked about how he would
persuade new readers to try one of his novels, his
reply was "l probably wouldn't, I'm a modest and shy
guy. | would just count on good reviews and trust
bookstores to put staff recommends this on the
books shelf."

Although at times during the interview | saw some of
the quirks of his characters come out through his
phrases as well as through his mannerisms, when |
delved further into this and asked George about how
he managed to keep on top of who was who at cer-
tain points within the tale especially when characters
are required not only to change their names but
there personalities. Taking a case example George
said "If I'm writing an Arya chapter | have to look at
the world though her eyes and if I'm writing a chap-
ter as Sansa then | have to look at the events
through her eyes. Arya and Sansa have very differ-
ent eyes and they don't necessarily like each other,
so as I'm writing each chapter | have to don the hat
of that character and make it come across. My atti-
tude may change depending on whom I'm writing on
for that day. Little Finger makes a point early on (in
A Feast for Crows) that you have to be Alayne in
your heart as well and Alayne is certainly in a way
becoming a different person to what Sansa was and
the evolution of Alayne as indicated by that is part of
the evolution of that character."

“If people skip the chapters they're not
going to understand what's happening
because ultimately all of the chapters
are important.”

Although that said, how does he react to the point of
view about people skipping chapters to get to their
favorite characters. "If people skip the chapters
they're not going to understand what's happening
because ultimately all of the chapters are important.
Whether you like them or dislike them you still have
to read the chapters because there are important
events for you to understand the story and the inter-
personal relationships that are developing and
changing."

So how does he feel in regard to fans thoughts

about their favorites and the characters that they
loathe? "When you look around life we all dislike
some people, if they're real there's nobody everyone
loves. There are people who dislike the most
beloved people in the world and others who like the
most unlikable people in the world. Its just the
nature of human beings, so if | create characters
who are real enough that some people like them
and others dislike them then | take that as a compli-
ment." So then who's your favorite? "l have a great
affection for them all but having said that Tyrion is
my favorite character, I've said this before in numer-
ous interviews and it's still true."

Recent events though have left the reader wonder-
ing a number of things, first and perhaps more
appropriately what about Jamie's hand. How does
George foresee the development of the character
and how the world will change for him? "Jamie is
struggling to come to terms with the loss of his
hand. | don't mean to make it easy and I'm not
going to tell you the upshot of that but if you're right
handed you're right sided and Jamie is going to
struggle with that and continue to struggle with it."
So how does he explain the changes? "In any fight-
ing style its muscle memory and you have to react
instinctively. If you're stopping to think about it, it's
going to be too slow. But now Jamie has to do it
with the other arm and other hand. | have consid-
ered having a sword strapped to the mutilated arm
but even that's not an entire solution. When you're
fighting with a sword its not just a strike from the
hands, part of it is the elbow and part of it's the arm,
but the angle of the blade is crucial." So Jamie's
chances for survival aren't that high? "You'll have to
read the books to find out."

"You can't make this stuf fup"as | read
her some insidious thing from history

Damn well, that was the direct assault so perhaps a
sneaky attack may well work better, yet alas George
saw through that strategy as well so it appeared to
be best to try a different subject at this point.

Many people have looked into the series and made
enquires about Sam Tarly, after all he seems very
similar in certain respects to Samwise Gamgee from
Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. But was this purely
coincidence or was there something more deliberate
in the selection of names? "The name was deliber-
ately chosen to evoke that. But there are similarities
but there are important differences. Samwise
Gamgee was a man of the earth, a laborer, and
lower class. Whereas Sam Tarly is descended from
one of the nobility. He was born to the heirdom of a
castle and great goods and all that. There are simi-
larities, they're both loyal and they both have a rela-
tionship with a principle character that's could be
defined as a side kick relationship. The differences
are as significant as the similarities | think for



example Samwise Gamgee is considerably braver
that Sam Tarly."

So Tolkien was an influence over your own work
then or are there others? "There have been a lot of
them. The biggest influences are the people who
you read when you're young so Robert A. Heinlein,
Jack Vance, Robert E Howard, HP Lovecraft and
Tolkien who | read in Junior High school. When
you get older you read other writers and think that's
interesting but you have probably perfected your
own style so you're not so easily influenced." Other
than that though who has been in your recent read-
ing pile that gets a high recommendation? "The
most recent book | finished was a recent thriller
called The Nautical Chart by Spanish author Arturo
Perez-Reverte. Before that I've read Walter Jon
Williams' wonderful space opera series Dread
Empires fall and I've read Bernard Cornwell's Pale
Horseman, the second in his Alfred series."

So what does a book have to offer to make it to your
bookshelf? "Any book | pick up has to capture me
quickly as | pick up a lot of books, read a chapter or
two, put them down to go to sleep or work and |
never pick them up again."

But have you ever read anything similar to your own
writing style whilst trying to work or is it case of any-
thing of the same genre gets put to one side to be
savored at a later date? "l don't fear an influence
from other novels. Sometimes if you read another
novel you can come across something that you
were intending to do but someone else did some-
thing similar and you say | cant do it now because
so and so did it but that's the curved ball."

So is there anything that influences you when you're
writing or is it a case of there's no influence whatso-
ever? "The biggest influence that | read now is his-
tory rather than any sort of fiction." So what does
history offer you that keep's you reading? " My girl-
friend Paris tells me that my favorite saying is "You
can't make this stuff up" as | read her some insidi-
ous thing from history. History is full of wonderful
characters, incidents and strange things that hap-
pened and | borrow from that quite freely although |
tend to change it. I'm not a believer in just taking
events and changing names and put it in your book
but it certainly does inspire things. For example in
Scottish History there is an incident called the Black
Dinner and the Black Dinner was the original seed
from which my own Red Wedding grew but if you
compare the two they are very different."

..... super strong binding with steel
cable so the book wouldn't have come
apart.”

So is your love of history the reason behind the time
gap between the last couple of releases? "Hopefully

that won't happen again. | was writing all through
that time. | was taking some wrong directions and
made some mistakes whilst | was writing at that time
and produced stuff that really wasn't working that
well so | had to go back and start over. Then it got
so large that | was wrestling with the size trying fran-
tically to end it quickly so | could publish a book at a
manageable size and | was not finding a way to end
it quickly so when we decided to split it that solved
that problem."

So the split, how many heartaches has that caused
for yourself and how do you feel in regard to the
way its been done? "l feel pretty good about it for
the most part." But this is where Tyrion decided to
add his humor into the mix, "In the ideal world we
could have kept it as one book but it would have
been a gigantic book but it would have come out
and there would be some super strong binding with
steel cable so the book wouldn't have come apart,
that would have been good or | would have finished
both halves so that both parts would have come out
together."

So how well is the next part of the novel coming on?
"It's not done yet as | still have 500 more pages left
to write and given the actual choices that | was fac-
ing back in June which was a variety of ways to
divide it into two or make deep cuts and publish it as
one but with a lot of material excised. | think this is
the best choice and so far the readers seem to like
it, however some of the readers may decide to razor
apart the pages when it comes out and to bind them
together with the steel cable to get the book that
they want." Evidence indeed that you can't keep an
Imp tied down much to many characters chagrin and
now it would seem the interviewers.

When you're writing how would you describe your
work ethic? Would you say that you're a penman,
letting that take you where it wills or is it a case of
having everything fully plotted so that you know
everything like an omnipotent author? "l don't like to
outline. | know the general destination of where I'm
going but | don't know every twist or turn of the jour-
ney along the way. The times that | have outlined it
I've had a much more difficult time of writing
because the process of discovery is the joy of it for
the writer. As an author you're partaking of the
adventure when you're writing and the reader is
actually doing it. For me, if | know everything that's
happening it becomes more tedious as if I've
already completed the journey. | know that some
writers can't write without everything outlaid before
them but it just doesn't work for me."

Taking chance for a quick breather and an opportu-
nity to refill our glasses (incidentally George tends to
go for Coke rather than the more likely ale or mead)
I mulled over what he had previously had to say and
thought to tackle a different angle. Many of you will



know that George has always encouraged prospec-
tive writers to create their own short tales and even
gone as far as to edit some short stories as part of a
bigger novel in a series of books known as Wild
Cards, so how does he reflect on fan fiction given
the fact that he likes to promote the creativity in oth-
ers? "l think fan fiction is bad for the people writing
it and | think its bad for the author whose work is
being borrowed or imitated as there's legal issues
where your copyright is endangered."

So is there anything that you'd like to add to the

issue? "l would ask any fan site dedicated to my
work not to publish any fan fiction and | certainly
don't encourage it."

What advise would you like to give then? "If you
want to be a real writer and want to publish profes-
sionally, you have to learn all the techniques that are
involved in writing, everything from learning how to
create a worlds and characters. When you're bor-
rowing a world and characters then it's like riding a
bike with training wheels (stabilizers to the UK peo-
ple) and until you take them off you're not going to
improve."

Thanks for the advise there, I'm sure a great many
people will take it to their hearts but why do you
have a tendency to kill characters that have become
people's heroes? "It's specifically to make the book
more unpredictable and to make the book more
emotionally involving. We've all read books and
where the hero is in some serious trouble. You
know the scene where he/she is all alone heading to
their destination and has then been ambushed by a
hundred people. You're not worried about it
because after all he/she is the hero, after all why
should you be? You can see that you have another
300 pages left of the novel and the hero is not going
to die because otherwise the book would be ending
sooner rather than later. It doesn't matter that
they're all alone and the 100 people are attacking
them, they're the hero they'll get through. To my
mind there's no suspense. If my hero is in trouble
and his life is in danger | want you to feel that and
the only way to do that is to kill someone right off
the beginning and to establish that you're playing for
keeps, that no one is safe and these situations are
as real as | can make them."

So is there any authors that whose work you would
change if given a chance? "That's sort of presump-
tuous, | don't think | would rewrite someone else's
work." But there must be one case that you can
think of that you really weren't happy with? "I've
commented that | love Tolkien, but | thought that
Gandalf should have stayed dead after he died in
the mines of Moria but | never presumed to rewrite
the Lord of the Rings to change that."

Why wouldn't you change this if given the
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opportunity? "l don't really approve of writing in
other peoples universes even if it's written with per-
mission as there seems that there is too much of
that in today's market. Dead writers whose universe
and characters are being continued, usually by less-
er writers, smacks of grave robbing to me and the
worst sort of crass commercialism." Are there any
examples of this that you could quote to back up
your statement? "Roger Zelazny's, who was a
friend of mine, Amber books are being continued
and | know Roger never would have wanted that.
He said that expressly during his life that he never
wanted anyone else to write an Amber book and
now he's been dead ten years we're getting these
inferior third-rate books coming out. It's terrible."

Thanks for taking the time for the interview, and we
eagerly await the continuation of the series in its
next installment.

Barethion’s
Swords

Kingslanding

“When you
absolutely,
positively
have to kill a
King,
Barethion’s
Blades are the

best.”

Jamie
Lanister



ith writing schedules, work
and other commitment s for
authors sometimes the best
method of interview is via
the infamous email, so with that in mind,
we dropped a note to new author Lilith
Saintcrow (author of W orking for the
Devil and the forthcoming Dead Man
Rising.)
1) You've said that your name appears on your writ-
ing is the same as on your National Insurance
number (US Equivalent) and driving license, is this

the name that you were born with or is it a case of
changing it, if you did, why did you?

It is not the name | was born with. | had a series of
powerful experiences-one might almost call them
lucid dreams-that led to my name change. My family
and people who knew me before the name change
sometimes call me by the old name, sometimes by
the new; it doesn't matter to me. | changed my
name for me, not for anyone else.

It's funny you should ask, because the decision to
change what | called myself also sparked my deci-
sion to start submitting my work. It was as if | had

broken out of a cocoon and discovered who | truly
was, a boon for any artist.

2) How would you say that your life experience has
helped you in the creation of your novels' worlds?

That's a tricky question. Sometimes | can see myself
or my experiences in a character, but generally the
characters seem so different and the situations so
intense | find little parallel to my life. However, | do
tend to set my books in an urban landscape that is
like a very dark, twisted version of Seattle, where |
spent a lot of time roaming the streets; lately little
bits of Portland and Vancouver (Washington) have
begun to seep in. So geography often seeps in,
while my experiences sometimes don't. Of course,
one of my friends recently told me that all my char-
acters talk like me, which is something | can't see,

being blind to it.

On the other hand, my habit of observing others and
myself react to situations is invaluable to my writing,
as well as my habit of playing "let's pretend". That's
really all fiction writing is: setting up a situation and
watching it play itself out. There are characters that
are clearly based on people | used to know or do
know now, and characters that | wish | was like.
There are also characters that | find very difficult to
have inside my head, characters that | wish would
go away and just leave me alone.

3) With a name like Lilith Saintcrow you must have
had an interest in ancient cultures, how has your
study of them affected your understanding of

the world and have any of their beliefs influenced
your own, if so how?

| became interested in paganism when | was around
12, and | have always been fascinated with ancient
Rome. What | find interesting about ancient cultures
is the parts of them that are still very alive, very
vibrant today. For example, our legal system is
based on the method of Roman law and uses plenty
of Latin terms; our medical professionals use Latin
every day, people on the street are speaking a lan-
guage that descended partly from Latin. Many con-
cepts from the Greek and Roman world have found
their way into our culture and are perennially fasci-
nating, but | also love to study ancient Eastern civi-
lizations. | love seeing how history informs the pres-
ent world. If one does not understand history, one is
not only doomed to repeat it but also crippled by
tunnel vision. So much of human history is about
patterns. If one recognizes the pattern, one can be
prepared for events. Well, mostly prepared.

| study Roman history for another reason, too: it's
juicy. The lives of the emperors and the prominent
(which are, let's face it, all we ever hear about) are
full of adultery, scandal, double-dealing,
Machiavellian politics, murder, intrigue-you name it,
it's got it. | don't understand why people think of
history as boring. There's one particular work-
Norwich's History of Byzantium-that | have both in
the full three-book edition and in the abridged; it
made me fall in love with Byzantine history, which is
just an extension of Roman history and continues to
unfold in our day in startling ways. The book is more
well-written than many novels I've seen, and it's all
true.

4) What response have you had to your novels?

You mean my personal response or reviews? My
personal response is a gleeful squeal, | am always
happy and excited when a book is released. The
reviews for my first published book, Dark Watcher,
were overwhelming. | just loved them. The reviews
for the second, Storm Watcher, were good but not
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so overwhelming to me, maybe because I'd gone
through the emotional rollercoaster before.

Writing is so personal, it's a scary thing because it
involves self-disclosure. | think | went into a tailspin
over one review, and a fellow writer and publisher
told me to snap out of it. "If it bothers you this much,
don't read reviews," she said. So | try to keep an
even keel, because sometimes | just can't stop read-
ing them.

5) What did you do when you completed your first
novel?

Heaved a big sigh of relief and put the damn thing
away in a drawer. It was bad, it was really stinky.
But it taught me how to finish a novel. The first one
took six years, the second novel took three, and
after that it didn't take nearly as long.

| think everyone needs that feeling of completion, of
finishing at least one work. Then the scary thing
becomes worrying whether that's the only book
you'll ever finish, which is a whole different neurosis.

6) How would you define your work?

Oh, boy. | write so many different things: fantasy,
paranormal romance, urban fantasy, straight
romance... but there are a few similarities. For one
thing, there is a paranormal element in most if not
all of my work. Also, | tend to work with what my
friend Joe calls "petty hoods and the dispossessed",
people on the margins of society who have to make
their own families, in worlds where violence is com-
mon. There is also an aspect of violence in my
books, people are carrying weapons and know how
to use them.

| am also obsessed with the theme of redemption.
Can an evil person redeem themselves? Does com-
mitting one bad act stain you for life? What happens
to the people that have done awful things but are
searching for forgiveness? Are there acts for which
there is no forgiveness? And how does one remain
an honorable person in an imperfect and sometimes
dishonorable world?

7) If someone was in a bookshop and considering
your work against someone else's, how would you
persuade them to try yours over the other author?

Give me ten pages. If | haven't hooked you in ten
pages, maybe my work isn't for you. But if you read
the ten pages and have to find out what happens
next, then let me tell you the rest of the story.

8) How would you say that your work differs from
other authors?

Each author really is unique. No matter how hard
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people try to write "in the style of", it never works. |
think that if you are true to your own voice and have
a good command of your craft, readers will be inter-
ested. Not only is each writer unique, but each book
is unique as well. You never learn how to write a
novel, you only learn how to write the novel you're
working on now.

9) What influences you in your work?

Music! I listen to all sorts of music while writing, |
have the radio or CD player on all day. | also read
voraciously, and it's amazing what little bit of history
or information will suddenly work its way into a book.
| get influences and ideas from everywhere. The
world is just stuffed with ideas and influences.

10) If you could re-write someone else's novel in
the same genre, whose would it be and why?

Wow. | don't think | ever would, | have too many sto-
ries lined up in my own head. Rewriting someone's
work seems like the ultimate insult to me.

Someone once said that a writer reads with either of
two emotions: grinning contempt or grinding envy.
Generally, if I'm reading fiction and thinking "God, |
could do better than this," | put the book down, |
don't even bother finishing. If I'm thinking about how
| could do it better rather than being pulled into the
story, it's a waste of my time. The things that cause
me to put nonfiction down are errors and illogical
assumptions. Granted, no book is free of them, but
a high degree of either will cause me to back away.

11) When you sit down and write do you know how
the story will end or do you let the pen take you?

It depends. Most of my stories start with a single
image, and then | start writing to figure out who the
characters are and how they got to this image and
what happens afterward. Other stories start when a
character announces their presence and starts
speaking inside my head. For example, Working
With The Devil started with Dante Valentine's voice
saying, "My working relationship with the Devil
began on a rainy Monday," at about, oh, ten o'clock
one night while | was brushing my teeth. Of course |
had to go back to my laptop and write it down and
then try to figure out who this woman was and how
she got involved in this situation.

I generally will have a good idea of the arc the story
will follow and where | will eventually end up.
However, about half the time the story takes an
unscheduled left turn and | just have to write to fig-
ure out what happens next. It's about fifty-fifty.

12) What do you do to put yourself in the mood to
write?



If I'm breathing, I'm in the mood to write. | am one of
those poor souls who can't stop writing. | feel cranky
if I don't write every day. My struggle is to get away
from writing to wash the dishes and go to the track
to run or somewhere where | can rest, because | will
stay hunched over my laptop as long as | possibly
can. Maybe being a career insomniac causes that.

My children actually are the best thing that has ever
happened to my writing, because | have learned the
discipline of getting up and walking away, dealing
with other things that need to be done, and then
coming back to the page and picking everything up.
They've taught me that | need to take care of myself
to take care of them, and that | need to play every
once in a while to keep the creative muscles limber.

13) What do you do to relax and whose books have
you read recently?

Relaxation? What's that? No, seriously, | go to the
track about three times a week, more if | can, and |
run with my headphones on. That's my time to be
alone, to be me. | also work part-time in a local
used-books store. Coffee, books, and good conver-
sation, | find that relaxing. I've taken up knitting late-
ly too, about once a week | meet a friend and we
knit while watching movies.

Recent books I've read: Edwin Black's War Against
The Weak, Elizabeth Kostova's The Historian,
Jerrold Post's Leaders And Their Followers In A
Dangerous World, Alice Hoffman's The Probable
Future, Jerome Ch'en's Mao and the Chinese
Revolution, and Ernest Hemingway's A Moveable
Feast and F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatshy.
That was my July reading. For August | have a biog-
raphy of Zelda Fitzgerald and more Hemingway set
aside, and whatever looks good at the library. I'm
sure I'll find something.

14) How do you respond to feedback and how do
you respond to negative input?

Well, I'd love to say I've been graceful all the time,
but I'm human. | tell all my editors that the way to
give me criticism is to "sugar the pill" first-tell me
something you liked, no matter how small, and then
you can rip me apart. | deal much better with criti-
cism, constructive or not, if I'm given a small positive
stroke first.

Recently an editor called me and was discussing
some changes she wanted made to a book. |
thought she was telling me she couldn't accept the
book and wanted to turn it down, and was instantly
defensive. | finally just asked her point-blank if she
didn't want the book, because that was what | was
hearing, and she responded, "Of course | want it. All
these things are fixable. Did you think | didn't want
it?" So | felt like a complete idiot. But, you live, you

13

learn. If an editor is bothering to give you pointers, |
suppose they must have liked something about the
book, but | do really deal much better with a little,
very little positive reinforcement first.

15) What advice would you give to other would-be
authors?

Keep writing! Sooner or later you're going to pro-
duce a work that someone wants. So many authors
get discouraged or refuse to write anything else
while one book is being shopped around. Don't fall
into that trap.

The other big piece of advice: for God's sake, study
punctuation. Study grammar. Keep a few dictionar-
ies. Words are your tools, you wouldn't expect a car-
penter to go to work without tools-or with rusty ones!
So many writers get lazy and make errors because
they think editors will "fix" them. This is so wrong |
can't even begin to explain how wrong it is.
Language is your tool, make sure you know the
rules so you can use it properly.

And of course, one of the joys of knowing the rules
of language is subverting them. But you can't play
with language like that unless you know the rules.
Like Picasso, you have to know the rules of art
before you break them.

16) What can you tell us about the series commis-
sioned by Time Warner?

It's the Danny Valentine series. Right now Warner
has two books planned, Working For The Devil and
its sequel, which we're still hashing over the title to.

Basically, the books are set about six hundred years
in the future. There has been an Awakening, and
psychic ability as well as magical ability has reached
undreamed-of heights. Dante Valentine is a
Necromance, capable of raising the dead to settle
probate questions and solve crimes; she also brings
in cash on the side as a bounty hunter tracking
down criminals. And then, one morning, a represen-
tative of the Prince of Hell knocks on her door.
Because along with the Awakening came the knowl-
edge that humanity isn't alone, a whole ecosystem
of sentient beings lives alongside us, beings that
have their own government lobbies and agendas.
Demons are only one of these species, and Dante's
been chosen to perform a very special task for the
Devil; if she pulls it off she may even get out of this
alive.

Working For The Deuvil is the first book in the series,
of which I've written four books and have started on
the fifth. Warner has only taken the first two, so we'll
see what happens. But it's got samurai swords and
demons, hovers and antigrav slicboards, honor and
loss and betrayal... a little bit of everything that
interests me.



avid Gemmell has often been accused of
being formulaic, something that he
readily admitted on occasion,
however the truth behind it was that
he liked to "write about heroes in
desperate situations, outhumbered
and facing annihilation.” So it should
come as no surprise that the greatest epic ever told
should have been tackled by Britain's King of Heroic
Fantasy.

The second part of David's Troy Trilogy, had a great
deal to live up to, and | say this without any doubt,
that his writing before this may well have been the
teaching tools for this one epic piece of creativity as
its become clear that this is perhaps his best work.

The Writing has been crisp, the characters continu-
ing in their growth and the reader has been given a
real chance to know the men and women of the
ancient world. That's something that David has
always done well, generating genuine, believeable
characters and its through these that the reader
doesn't even notice the lack of the principle hero for
a good hundred pages. He just wasn't required as
the lives of the other characters within the epic just
grasped the reader entirely.

Each person encountered within the novel just adds
another layer of colour to the painting presented to
the reader demonstrating a masters touch for the
whole piece as well as in the minutae.

A great piece of writing that will grip you to the end,
by what | would love to describe as not Britains King
of Heroic Fantasy, but Britains own Odysseus, he
may have been on an adventure or two, but no one
could beat him in weaving a tale of magic and
intrigue. David you will be missed.

he latest work from Simon Scarrow
and one that beautifully generates
the scenery of ancient Judea, continuing the
adventures of Centurions Cato and Macro
who finally ends up where Macro has been
demanding to return since we first met him.

However as usual, what he expects is not what he
gets as Simon throws the two centurions into a boil-
ing pot of murder, mayhem and intrigue and expects
the two of them to find a way out. Not knowing
which way the novel will go and having been read-
ing Simons message board you have to wonder if
this will be Cato and Macro's last adventure together
as there has been a thread asking if the series could
survive a death (in all likelihood Macro) in a future
novel.

However that is for the future and this is of the pres-
ent and the tale is wonderfully woven around belie-
veable characters, touched with a true vision of the
land to which they inhabited. For this reason it's a
novel that will be hard of the reader to put down and
delves deeper into the world of the past than previ-
ous novels with reference to what was then "recent
history" with the death of a carpenter in Judea.
Wonderfully told, expertly written and something that
will be a must for holiday reading.

Something
missing?
Let us know .
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aving come across Liliths work a while ago, it
was with great interest that | picked up her
latest offering. Now for most people
Lilith is a new author but for fans of old
she does have a continuing series that
will more that grip you, yet this was the
breakthrough novel, would she keep
her magical past touches or would she sell out and
deliver something that would be considered safe
and just something that fulfils a contractual obliga-
tion.

Fans of Lilith wont have to worry, she does keep her
integrity and sticks to her guns and it will be some-
thing that will endear her to new readers. In fact,
what are you doing, get out there and buy the book.
If youre into supernatural fiction such as Laurell K
Hamilton and Kelley Armstrong then here you go, its
in a similar vein (no pun intended.) And yet you
ask, why should you buy this book?

Lilith sets her novels into the future and also exam-
ines how the possible processes work, rather than
just the answer of others of "its magic, | don't have
to explain it." Its something of a touch of a great
writer that will delve into these little queries and yet
the way its written keeps it to the fore of the readers
mind without getting technical but provides enough
explanation to fulfil even the most must know read-
er.

If youre wondering how best to sum Lilith up then
think of Working for the Devil as a cross between
Anthony Piers - Incarnation series, a smidgeon of
Blade Runner meets Kelley Armstrongs Otherworld,
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blended with a touch of LKH (mind you Lilith actually
cares about the plot rather than having to add sex to
sell it, so LKH be warned.) As a debut it solid and
leaves the reader wanting more and lets face it it's a
damn good way to go. Look out in the near future
for the next novel in the series and its something
that proves she's no one hit wonder and is a force to
be reckoned with, oh and Big D, I've done the job
now wheres the reward? Seriously though, if you
like the supernatural it's a fun novel that will give
you a pleasurable break from the modern world and

leave you wondering, "what if."

ell when | first read about a new
series from Mark | was ecstatic, |
loved his Dark Age series and
wondered which direction he
would take for his latest novel.
Mark is a man in love with British
myths and as such delivers proving
Tolkien wrong about the land having no Historic
Epics to call their own. Well Marks novel generates
a history for us in this sense, much the same way
that the Western generated one of America.

Glued from the beginning | was left with one com-
plaint, | needed more than | got or to put it bluntly,
give me the rest of the series. Definetely don't take
this on holiday as you wont the pure pleasure of the
break as you'll be stuck with your head in the book.
Your other half will not be happy (or the kids (delete
as applicable)) as you'll hardly stick your head up
unless to order another drink.

Thanks for the help in giving up the cigs Mark, your
book kept me away from them for many an hour.



nyone whose ever thought about buying
a fantasy novel must have encountered
Anne's Pern series in their time. However
as the series has moved into the 21st
Century the reins are being handed over
to her son, Todd. Here the two
collaborate for the second time and the
clear distinctions between the old and new blend to
bring it to a new generation as well as making the
series apply to the "older fan".

Always prolific the writing keeps you glued and is
perhaps a little too clinical in the end. Readers will
of course enjoy the book with fans devouring it in
short time indeed. However | do wonder for how
much longer the series can continue and how new
ideas will continue to be generated. In a modern
world with many new authors tackling Dragon fiction,
she remains the author to match or to cross with
Dragon Fire battle. Few will draw with her and
fewer still will manage to withdraw with anything
other than a singed record. Anne's work will remain
up there for a good few years more and is still the
author to judge this particular subsection genre by,
however as a matter of personal preference its not
her best, although it is still a gripping novel better
than a number of others.
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s usual, if
somethings
successful then a
parody will arrive
at some point,
here is a collection of those
that are entertaining
enough. Who will it appeal
to, well fans and those who
have loathed the bespecta-
cled little git. 1 may not be
the biggest HP fan in the
world but this book enter-
tained and gave me a good
chuckle and for that its get-
ting a positive vote from me.

classic of the
genre and one that
readers really
should get round
to. A man who
defined the world in a way
that few others have done
is one that really should be
listened too and one that
needs to be read. Perhaps
not his best but its enter-
taining enough. Many mod-
ern writers could learn a
thing or two from this
authors work.

ot a personal fav,
most of the books
within the
masterworks series
are true classics of
the genre, this offering how-
ever left me feeling a tad
ripped off as there was no
clear direction with the
writer or to be honest much
plot. Personally I'd advise
you to save the cash, there
are other books out there
crying for your attention.

he second novel
by Jon George
exploring similar
themes to his first.
Whilst not as popular
or as well recognised as he
should be, the readers left
asking questions, causing
them to examine how they
would react in various situ-
ations. Well worth a read
especially if you enjoy
english satire and humour.



rriving in the post with advertising that
said "combines the epic scope of David
Gemmell with the political human drama
of George RR Martin"; this novel had a lot
to live up to. Not only that but it was
promoted with additional material stating
that it would be enjoyed by fans of
Robert Jordan, Bernard Cornwell and Steven
Pressfield.

With so many big names on the material connected
to the novel it put my back up to start with. Not that
there's anything wrong with press like this but |
reserve my judgement until I've read the piece
rather than believe the hype that publishers tend to
add to this sort of thing.

So, whilst this may sound like I'm on a negative vibe
to start off with, | just thought that I'd clarify my posi-
tion before getting into the novel. I'm not the sort of
guy that's easily impressed with titles.

However that said, | have to admit that | did enjoy
this novel, although the first 20-30 pages read a little
on the clunky side the novel picked up quite sharply
after that and became something that | enjoyed sit-
ting down to read. Although | would say that the use
of Jordan's name isn't something that | think is
favourable. This author actually seems to have an
idea as to where he's going with a definite plot and
strong characters that don't conform to the
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stereotype presented by other authors.

They have a realistic 3d presence with subtle
nuances that strike a chord with the reader. A hard
trick to learn and an even harder one to pull off well.
The tale moves along at its own pace which keeps
the reader wondering what's going to happen and
with the guerrilla war being fought within the pages
the readership will be greatly split as to which side
they wish to route for. The scenes are easily visu-
alised with clear descriptive text that doesn't get too
flowery or bog the reader down from the tale.
Likewise the language flows (apart from my initial
gripe) and the reader will find that they just fly
through the novel, surprised at how little time it
takes to devour. Set for a trilogy, it promises a tale
that will keep you gripped right to the end with no
real clear idea as to which side will emerge victori-
ous.

Personally with the concepts within the tale | would
drop the whole notion of Robert Jordan and perhaps
use the name of Steven Erikson, whilst complex in
places it does so wonderfully lend itself to the read-
ers imagination and as such will become something
that promises to entertain, thrill and perhaps best of
all twist the reader through its rollercoaster ride with
the author playing the deadliest game of all, that any
character can meet their doom.

long awaited
second novel in
the Sea Beggars
series. High
sea action that
will keep the
reader glued right to the
last page and continues
to demonstrate the skills
and talents of Keaney.
As a reader of many a
novel within the genre,
this one was pure pleas-
ure, it kept you going
even in the darkest
moments and was
something that entertained the reader throughout
the whole novel. Not many can claim that honour.
Other than that though you have to have read the
first novel to get the full reading pleasure from this
book as you the reader deserve.

Coming next Month :
Car Boot Bargains, those
older books at a cheap price.

What you can find to help
your pocket and save
additional pounds.




ot a personal
favourite even
though its had a
massive amount
of positive press
| found that the novel
struggled to make its
way. Lloyd never
seemed to know where
he wanted to go with
this and as such it
showed to me. Now
that's said it doesn't
mean that it wasn't
without potential, just
that for me it didn't grab
me and demand that | kept on reading. As a first
novel its OK but theres plenty of others out there
that demand your attention first. Hopefully the prob-
lems will be rectified by the next instalment and its
by that | will judge Tom to the fullness of my ability.

great
premise for this
amusingly
titted novel,
however that
said the book back
read a hell of a lot
better than the novel
itself did. For me it
was full of clichés,
didn't come across as
well as it could have
and really was a dis-
appointment. That
said on the other side
of the coin, the char-
acters were entertain-
ing and Eddie Bear will become a firm favourite, but
| didn't see anything in this novel that was different
to other works out there, Pratchett was original with
his humour, Rankin seems to borrow to a certain
degree and as such just doesn't bring it off. Not his
best work but something Im sure that the fans will
just love, those new to Roberts work | would sug-
gest The Witches of Chiswick to try first.

Feel that we're being a bit
harsh, write in and get your
say in future issues. Also

have your own chance to
add your own reviews.

ot the usual sort
of book
reviewed by the
website but
after reading its
predecessor on a whim
(well it was entitled
Blood Eagle) this book
became a must. The
series is set in
Hamburg and is a
series of detective sto-
ries that weave around
the central police unit
of KriPo. The tale
moves along at its own
pace and is highly entertaining keeping the reader
gripped right to the last page wondering who the
murderer is. A series that | would recommend to
readers of any genre who enjoy a tale that keeps
them guessing to the end with realistic characters
that continue to grow. Wonderfully done and some-
thing | can't recommend enough.

ne of this years
dark horses, a
new author
but a name
within the
games industry. Highly
entertaining, well writ-
ten with a principle
character that will more
than please any reader,
and whilst not being a
goodie two shoes, he
will more than strike a
chord with you as he
struggles to survive in
the shady world in
which he inhabits.

he
continuation
of Gregs latest
series has kept
readers guessing
as to how the
tale will continue to
develop. Guessing at
all times will drive the
reader mad as they
attempt to figure out
who's really on who's
side as the supernatural
battle is echoed
amongst mankind.
Highly entertaining and
is something that will keep the reader glued to the
end.
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0 be honest a
book that
was never really
sure which way
it was going to
go. Part Horror, part
mystery wholly noth-
ing. It left me feeling
that so much more
could have been
accomplished had the
author decided on one
or the other rather
than leaving it up in
the air. Other prob-
lems with this novel
included lack of char-
acterisation, rather
than presenting the
reader with believeable characters we were left with
2d poor substitutes that never allowed the reader to
attach to any of them, so when events took over it
was no real loss when fate got its way.

fter the
disappointment
of Cross
Bones,
Reichs gets
back on the horse
and presents the
reader with what they
want, the develop-
ment of the charac-
ters personal lives as
well as a cracking
tale to keep the read-
er glued. Highly
entertaining and a
novel that really
shouldn't be taken on
holiday with you, why,
well you'll not be
interested in anything else whilst reading this won-
der piece of work. | however had one mini problem,
| was left wanting more and after a marathon read-
ing session, which finished at 4 am | was left won-
dering where the time went.

raphic novel

time and as

such its

beautifully

created and
brings the film to life in
its many technicolour
glory. For the reader it
will please you not
only visually but brings
the film to you so you
may well feel that you
can save the cash and
not go to the pictures.
Wonderfully done and
brings earlier tales to a
new reader.

rother to Simon
and was an
author | was
left
wondering
about. Did he get any-
where due to talent or
was it a case of cash-
ing in on his brothers
name? Alex, Im
pleased to say does
have a writing talent
and is with a different
publishing house. The
tale is set in a different
world to that of his
brother and the tale is taken from two very different
points of view, that of a world war two pilot and a
modern day journalist. Realistically written a great
deal of research has clearly been done and comes
across in such a way that the reader will be not only
entertained but educated in a subtle way as to how
the world a generation before has come to life.
Well written with characters that the reader can get
thier hooks into it will only be a matter of time until
Alex becomes known as a caring, careful, research
based author far from his brothers shadow. A truly
enjoyable novel and one that will demonstrate that
talent is something that can be born into families.

graphic representation well worth a flick
that will take any fan of Superman let alone
the new movie through the creative process
of set design as well as costume design.
Something that was started by Peter
Jackson and is now becoming a must for

any production. This will keep the reader more than
happy and is a product that will add so much to that
Superman fan who has everything.

Beautifully done and something that will retain pride
and place for a number of years to come. Well done.
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40k
novel from

a different

point of

view.
Written through the
eyes of a rogue
trader the tale
weaves its way
through the treach-
erous world of
mankind far into
the future.
Wonderfully written,
highly entertaining
and something that
will keep the reader
wondering as to the
outcome (as well

as the profit margin) for the family involved.

or those
who have
wondered
as to how the
Von Carstein
family came about,
Steven Saville has
bitten off (literally) a
huge mouthful that
will allow the reader
a deeper glimpse
into the world that
was and the world
that is yet to be. A
novel that | have
loved and one from
a series that will
keep the reader entertained be they a fan of the
armies of the undead or a fan of the empire. This
tale or perhaps | should say, this trilogy is something
that will become a must for any fans as the way that
its written is original and also manages to put a
more human side to the Undead condition.

Necromunda story
in a 40k world, not
one of my faves to
be honest as it
seemed to be a
direct copy of Assault on
Precinct 13 with an undead
flavour. That said it was
readable and this one did
seem to be rushed a bit, if
you love the world then this
will entertain you although
to be honest its not the first
novel | would recommend to new readers of the
"library".
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